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the PHA in accordance with HUD in-
structions. If it is determined that 
there may not be sufficient funding to 
continue housing assistance payments 
for all contract units and for the full 
term of the HAP contract, the PHA has 
the right to terminate the HAP con-
tract by notice to the owner for all or 
any of the contract units. Such action 
by the PHA shall be implemented in 
accordance with HUD instructions. 

(d) Termination by owner—reduction 
below initial rent. The owner may termi-
nate the HAP contract, upon notice to 
the PHA, if the amount of the rent to 
owner for any contract unit, as ad-
justed in accordance with § 983.302, is 
reduced below the amount of the initial 
rent to owner (rent to owner at the be-
ginning of the HAP contract term). In 
this case, the assisted families residing 
in the contract units will be offered 
tenant-based voucher assistance. 

§ 983.206 HAP contract amendments 
(to add or substitute contract 
units). 

(a) Amendment to substitute contract 
units. At the discretion of the PHA and 
subject to all PBV requirements, the 
HAP contract may be amended to sub-
stitute a different unit with the same 
number of bedrooms in the same build-
ing for a previously covered contract 
unit. Prior to such substitution, the 
PHA must inspect the proposed sub-
stitute unit and must determine the 
reasonable rent for such unit. 

(b) Amendment to add contract units. 
At the discretion of the PHA, and pro-
vided that the total number of units in 
a building that will receive PBV assist-
ance or other project-based assistance 
will not exceed 25 percent of the num-
ber of dwelling units (assisted or unas-
sisted) in the building or the 20 percent 
of authorized budget authority as pro-
vided in § 983.6, a HAP contract may be 
amended during the three-year period 
immediately following the execution 
date of the HAP contract to add addi-
tional PBV contract units in the same 
building. An amendment to the HAP 
contract is subject to all PBV require-
ments (e.g., rents are reasonable), ex-
cept that a new PBV request for pro-
posals is not required. The anniversary 
and expiration dates of the HAP con-
tract for the additional units must be 

the same as the anniversary and expi-
ration dates of the HAP contract term 
for the PBV units originally placed 
under HAP contract. 

(c) Staged completion of contract units. 
Even if contract units are placed under 
the HAP contract in stages com-
mencing on different dates, there is a 
single annual anniversary for all con-
tract units under the HAP contract. 
The annual anniversary for all con-
tract units is the annual anniversary 
date for the first contract units placed 
under the HAP contract. The expira-
tion of the HAP contract for all the 
contract units completed in stages 
must be concurrent with the end of the 
HAP contract term for the units origi-
nally placed under HAP contract. 

§ 983.207 Condition of contract units. 

(a) Owner maintenance and operation. 
(1) The owner must maintain and oper-
ate the contract units and premises in 
accordance with the HQS, including 
performance of ordinary and extraor-
dinary maintenance. 

(2) The owner must provide all the 
services, maintenance, equipment, and 
utilities specified in the HAP contract 
with the PHA and in the lease with 
each assisted family. 

(3) At the discretion of the PHA, the 
HAP contract may also require con-
tinuing owner compliance during the 
HAP term with additional housing 
quality requirements specified by the 
PHA (in addition to, but not in place 
of, compliance with the HUD-pre-
scribed HQS). Such additional require-
ments may be designed to assure con-
tinued compliance with any design, ar-
chitecture, or quality requirement 
specified in the Agreement. 

(b) Remedies for HQS violation. (1) The 
PHA must vigorously enforce the own-
er’s obligation to maintain contract 
units in accordance with the HQS. The 
PHA may not make any HAP payment 
to the owner for a contract unit cov-
ering any period during which the con-
tract unit does not comply with the 
HQS. 

(2) If the PHA determines that a con-
tract unit is not in accordance with the 
housing quality standards (or other 
HAP contract requirement), the PHA 
may exercise any of its remedies under 
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the HAP contract for all or any con-
tract units. Such remedies include ter-
mination of housing assistance pay-
ments, abatement or reduction of hous-
ing assistance payments, reduction of 
contract units, and termination of the 
HAP contract. 

(c) Maintenance and replacement— 
Owner’s standard practice. Maintenance 
and replacement (including redecora-
tion) must be in accordance with the 
standard practice for the building con-
cerned as established by the owner. 

§ 983.208 Owner responsibilities. 
The owner is responsible for per-

forming all of the owner responsibil-
ities under the Agreement and the HAP 
contract. 24 CFR 982.452 (Owner respon-
sibilities) applies. 

§ 983.209 Owner certification. 
By execution of the HAP contract, 

the owner certifies that at such execu-
tion and at all times during the term of 
the HAP contract: 

(a) All contract units are in good and 
tenantable condition. The owner is 
maintaining the premises and all con-
tract units in accordance with the 
HQS. 

(b) The owner is providing all the 
services, maintenance, equipment, and 
utilities as agreed to under the HAP 
contract and the leases with assisted 
families. 

(c) Each contract unit for which the 
owner is receiving housing assistance 
payments is leased to an eligible fam-
ily referred by the PHA, and the lease 
is in accordance with the HAP contract 
and HUD requirements. 

(d) To the best of the owner’s knowl-
edge, the members of the family reside 
in each contract unit for which the 
owner is receiving housing assistance 
payments, and the unit is the family’s 
only residence. 

(e) The owner (including a principal 
or other interested party) is not the 
spouse, parent, child, grandparent, 
grandchild, sister, or brother of any 
member of a family residing in a con-
tract unit. 

(f) The amount of the housing assist-
ance payment is the correct amount 
due under the HAP contract. 

(g) The rent to owner for each con-
tract unit does not exceed rents 

charged by the owner for other com-
parable unassisted units. 

(h) Except for the housing assistance 
payment and the tenant rent as pro-
vided under the HAP contract, the 
owner has not received and will not re-
ceive any payment or other consider-
ation (from the family, the PHA, HUD, 
or any other public or private source) 
for rental of the contract unit. 

(i) The family does not own or have 
any interest in the contract unit. 

Subpart F—Occupancy 
§ 983.251 How participants are se-

lected. 
(a) Who may receive PBV assistance? 

(1) The PHA may select families who 
are participants in the PHA’s tenant- 
based voucher program and families 
who have applied for admission to the 
voucher program. 

(2) Except for voucher participants 
(determined eligible at original admis-
sion to the voucher program), the PHA 
may only select families determined el-
igible for admission at commencement 
of PBV assistance. 

(3) The protections for victims of do-
mestic violence, dating violence, or 
stalking in 24 CFR part 5, subpart L, 
apply to admission to the project-based 
program. 

(b) Protection of in-place families. (1) 
The term ‘‘in-place family’’ means an 
eligible family residing in a proposed 
contract unit on the proposal selection 
date. 

(2) In order to minimize displacement 
of in-place families, if a unit to be 
placed under contract that is either an 
existing unit or one requiring rehabili-
tation is occupied by an eligible family 
on the proposal selection date, the in- 
place family must be placed on the 
PHA’s waiting list (if the family is not 
already on the list) and, once its con-
tinued eligibility is determined, given 
an absolute selection preference and 
referred to the project owner for an ap-
propriately sized PBV unit in the 
project. (However, the PHA may deny 
assistance for the grounds specified in 
24 CFR 982.552 and 982.553.) Admission 
of such families is not subject to in-
come-targeting under 24 CFR 
982.201(b)(2)(i), and such families must 
be referred to the owner from the 
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